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The Office of the Child Advocate is an independent, autonomous state agency tasked with the 

immense responsibility of protecting the legal rights of children involved with the Department of 

Children, Youth and Families, to promote policies and practices, which ensure that children are safe, 

that children have permanent and stable families, and that children in out-of-home placements have 

their physical, mental, medical, educational, emotional, and behavioral needs met. The Office of the 

Child Advocate functions as the oversight agency to the Department of Children, Youth and Families.  

On April 12, 2023, the Office of the Child Advocate, pursuant to R.I.G.L § 42-73-2.3, announced 

the convening of a Child Fatality Review Panel to review the fatality of a fifteen (15) year-old, open to 

the Department of Children, Youth and Families. The Office of the Child Advocate is issuing this press 

release to announce the members of the panel. The members of the panel include: Dr. Linda Shaw, a 

retired child abuse pediatrician; Ken Fandetti, a retired DCYF Administrator; Miriam Murphy, LICSW, 

MPA; Lieutenant Gregg Catlow of the Smithfield Police Department; Michele Paliotta, LICSW; Mary 

Archibald, Ph.D, Assistant Professor, Rhode Island College School of Social Work; Linda Hurley, Chief 

Executive Officer of CODAC; Sarah Dinklage, LICSW, Chief Executive Officer of Rhode Island Student 

Assistance Services; Dr. Jason Rafferty, pediatrician and child psychiatrist at the Adolescent Healthcare 

Center at Hasbro Children’s Hospital; Rachel Weitz, DNP, PMHNP-BC, psychiatric mental health nurse 

practitioner at Bradley Hospital. In addition, to these eight panel members from varying disciplines, 

Katelyn Medeiros, Acting Child Advocate, along with six of her colleagues will advise on the panel 

including, Special Projects Coordinator, Kathryn Cortes; Attorney Diana Robbins; Senior Planning and 

Program Development Specialists, Jacqueline Lafontant and Jimmy Vilayvanh; Public Education and 

Information Coordinator, Kara Foley; and Attorney Anna Sheil. The work of the panel will now be 

underway. 

 Additionally, the Office of the Child Advocate has transitioned three (3) cases, which were 

initially part of the second review panel announced on May 5, 2023, to be reviewed by this panel. This 

panel will now review three (3) fatalities and one (1) near fatality.  

This panel will perform an in-depth review and analysis of these cases. Additionally, the panel 

researches and discusses applicable policies, statutes, and other relevant materials pertinent to the 

case. Upon the conclusion of the review, the Office of the Child Advocate will issue a public report 

outlining the panel’s findings and recommendations, without identifying the children or families under 

review.  


